Palestine: Spaces and Politics is an open-access project that
offers resources for education and research on Palestine's
built and natural environments through a critical lens. This
initiative is a response to the growing demand for grounded
academic resources on Palestine that offer depth and context
beyond immediate colonial destruction.
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Palestine: Spaces and Politics

Introductory Curriculum

Palestine: Spaces and Politics (PSP) is an open-access project that offers resources for
education and research on Palestine’s built and natural environments through a critical lens.
This initiative is a response to the growing demand for grounded academic resources on
Palestine that offer depth and context beyond immediate colonial destruction.

The PSP Introductory Curriculum positions Palestine as a complex space inhabited by people
who are producers of its own knowledge, rather than a mere object on which perpetual
violence is inflicted. We situate Palestine as a conceptual site to reconsider core ideas in
the fields of architecture, geography, urbanism, and planning. Particularly, by foregrounding
Palestinian voices and perspectives, PSP presents substantive and vivid understandings of
Palestine's past, present, and potential futures. Ultimately, we consider Palestine asimperative
for analyzing the critical intersections of spaces and politics at large.

The bilingual curriculum comprises several themes that include an opening text, key
questions, key cases, and open-access readings. We also provide further readings and
audiovisual material and have aimed to include resources useful for both academic and
non-academic users. The list of resources for each theme comprises Arabic and English
texts; in cases where translations of the original text exist, we have provided their respective
links. We sincerely appreciate Riwaqg and the Institute of Palestine Studies for granting PSP
readers with access to select book chapters.

PSP is a collective of geographers, architects, and urban planners committed to the study
of Palestine in relation to regional and global contexts. It is an offshoot of the Arab Urbanism
platform. PSP emerges from conversations among scholars whose lifeworlds have been
variously impacted by the colonization and occupation of their land, the destruction of their
cities and villages, and displacement from their countries.
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70 Global Palestine

Audiovisual Material Ay nas 9 Aaxaw 3lg0

1. Abu-Remaileh, Refqa. Country of Words: A Transnational Atlas for Palestinian Literature.

2. afikra. 2025. Palestinian Writing From the Diaspora | Sahar Mustafah Interviews Susan
Muaddi Darraj. YouTube.

3. Amer, Mohammed and Ramy Youssef. creators. 2022-25. Mo. Netflix.
4. Fathy, Sherif, director. 2011. Palestine Amore. Al Jazeera English. 47 mins.

5. Hafeda, Mohamad. director. 2018. Sewing Borders. Ashkal Alwan for Video Works. 25
mins.

6. Jabaly, Mohamed. A Palestinian filmmaker caught between two worlds in exile for seven
years. Al Jazeera English. 47 mins.

7. Palestinian Oral History Archive. American University of Beirut.
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Palestine Futures: Spaces and Imaginations 7

After the signing of the Oslo Accords, the 1990s saw a steady erosion of a Palestinian
political project of territorial liberation and political emancipation. Radical politics and
social imaginaries were replaced with a relentless integration into global neoliberalism.
Simultaneously, the two-state solution was declared dead multiple times, and Palestinian
calls for a one-state solution were revived. But as the region contends with a polycrisis of
Israeli genocide and apartheid, capitalist erosion of the conditions of flourishing life, and an
accelerating climate catastrophe, the future looks more precarious than ever, prompting
a search for futures that assert the position of Palestine in relation to its regional context.
Meanwhile, a rich preoccupation with alternative futurities abound: from speculative fiction
and artwork, to endeavors of archiving and imagining a decolonial future beyond the violence
of settler colonialism, to questions of social reproduction and embodied futurities.

Key Questions

— How are Palestinians imagining and planning for alternative futures for Palestine?

— How desirable are such futures, given the fragmentation of the Palestinian people?

— What are the social, political, and economic formations that those futures (re)produce?
— How do we forge pathways for reaching the desired futures of Palestine?

Key Cases

— Larissa Sansour's Sci-Fi Trilogy: A Space Exodus (2008), Nation Estate
(2012), and In the Future They Ate from the Finest Porcelain (2015)

— Palestine Land Society: Reconstruction of Destroyed Villages
Architectural Competition

— One Democratic State in historic Palestine

— Palestine + 100

— The Palestine Heirloom Seed Library (PHSL)
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Image: Palestinian man with horse on the beach in Jaffa, 2023. Photograph ™ - -
by Majd Al-Shihabi. . "




8 Palestine Futures: Spaces and Imaginations

Key Resources Ancutly Gl o0

1. Farsakh, Leila. 2021. “Introduction: The Struggle for Self-Determination and the Palestinian
Quest for Statehood.” In Rethinking Statehood in Palestine: Self-Determination and
Decolonization Beyond Partition, edited by Leila Farsakh, 1-25. Oakland: University of
California Press.

2. Hassouna, Silvia. 2023. “Cultivating Biodiverse Futures at the (postcolonial) Botanical
Garden." Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers.

3. Hawari, Yara. 2020. “Radical Futures: When Palestinians Imagine.” Al-Shabaka, March 20,
2020.
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Further Resources s J.;T gl 0

Please contact us if you would like access to any resources.
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1. Abu El-Haj, Nadia. 2001. Facts on the Ground: Archaeological Practice and Territorial
Self-Fashioning in Israeli Society. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Osbadd (§ dwadll oSbelly ddldlg 8y=mgll spilly galdl Judo 839l @Gyl 1V . glabuw cdiw oif .1
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English version: Abu Sitta, Salman.2007. The Return Journey:A Guide to the
Depopulated And Present Palestine Towns And Villages and Holy Sites. London:
Palestine Land society.
3. Azeb, Sophia. 2019. “Who Will We Be When We Are Free? On Palestine and Futurity.” The
Funambulist Magazine 24, June 28, 2019.

Jodl lygunio twgyy il jaw 1€ slwnl pjle £

English version: Azem, Ibtisam. 2019. The Book of Disappearance: A Novel. Translated
by Sinan Antoon. Syracuse: Syracuse University Press.

5. EI-Shakry, Hoda. 2021. “Palestine and the Aesthetics of the Future Impossible.”
Interventions 23(5): 669—90.

6. Farsakh, Leila, ed. 2021. Rethinking Statehood in Palestine: Self-Determination and
Decolonization Beyond Partition. Oakland: University of California Press.

7. Hochberg, Gil Z. 2021. “Introduction: Archival Imagination of/for the Future." In Becoming
Palestine: Toward an Archival Imagination of the Future. Durham: Duke University Press.

8. Joronen, Mikko et al. 2021. “Palestinian Futures: Anticipation, Imagination, Embodiments.”
Geografiska Annaler: Series B, Human Geography 103(4): 277-82.
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4. Chatzitheodorou, Christina. n.d. “From Greece to Palestine: Archiving as a Form of
Solidarity." Archive Stories.
5. DeMaio, Matthew. 2024. "Made to Move: Placemaking and Accumulated Attachments
among Palestinian Refugees from Syria." PhD diss. The George Washington University.
6. Erakat, Noura, and Marc Lamont Hill. 2019. “Black-Palestinian Transnational Solidarity:
Renewals, Returns, and Practice.” Journal of Palestine Studies 48(4): 7-16.
7. Gabiam. Nell. 2018. "Mapping Palestinian Identity in the Diaspora: Affective Attachments
and Political Spaces.” South Atlantic Quarterly 117(1): 65-90.
8. Ghabra, Shafeeq. 1987, Palestinians in Kuwait and the Politics of Survival. Boulder:
Westview Press.
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9. Jamal, Manal A. 2017 "The '‘Other Arab’ and Gulf Citizens: Mutual Accommodation of
Palestinians in the UAE in Historical Context." In Arab Migrant Communities in the GCC,
edited by Zahra Babar, 111-32. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
10. Karmi, Ghada. 2015. Return: A Palestinian Memoir. London: Verso.

11.Khouri, Kristine and Rasha Sallti, eds. 2018. Past Disquiet: Artists, International Solidarity
and Museums in Exile. Warsaw: Museum of Modern Art Warsaw.

12. Lindholm, Helena. 2021. "Bridging Identities through Activism: Palestinians in Sweden
Navigating the Transnational Divide." Conflict, Security & Development 21(3): 293-312.

13. Lybarger, Loren D. 2020. Palestinian Chicago: Identity in Exile. Oakland: University of
California Press.

14. Price, Martin. 2020. “Diasporic Urbanism: Place, Politics and Development in a
Jordanian-Palestinian Neighbourhood." PhD Diss. Durham University.

15. Rmeileh, Rami. 2023. “In the Shadow of Palestinian Time and the Camp's Alleyways."
Institute of Palestine Studies.

16. Said, Edward. 1999. Out of Place: A Memoir. New York: Vintage Books.
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17. Salih, Ruba, Elena Zambelli, and Lynn Welchman. 2021. “From Standing Rock to
Palestine We Are United" Diaspora Politics, Decolonization and the Intersectionality of
Struggles.” Ethnic and Racial Studies 44(7): 1135-53.

18. Sayigh, Rosemary, ed. 2024. Becoming Pro-Palestinian: Testimonies from the Global
Solidarity Movement. London: |.B. Tauris.

19. Suleiman, Yasir, ed. 2016. Being Palestinian: Personal Reflections on Palestinian Identity
in the Diaspora. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press.

20. Thomson, Sorcha and Pelle Valentin Olsen, eds. 2023. Palestine in the World:
International Solidarity with the Palestinian Liberation Movement. London: Bloomsbury
Publishing.



68 Global Palestine

Key Cases

— Central and South America in the early 20th century (e.g. Chile, Mexico, Honduras, and El
Salvador)

— Refugee Camps in Lebanon, Jordan and Syria (e.g. Yarmouk, Nahr al-Bared, Ain Al-
Hilweh, Shatila, Jabal al-Hussein)

— PLO centres in Jordan, Lebanon, and Tunisia

— Gulf cities (eg Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Doha, Riyadh, Kuwait City)

— "Ethnic” neighbourhoods in North America and Europe (Little Palestine in Chicago;
Bayridge in Brooklyn; Dearborn and Paterson in the US; Sonnenallee in Berlin; Edgware
Road in London)

— Museums in Exile (e.g. Palestine Museum US and Scotland; Museum of the Palestinian
People; International Art Exhibition for Palestine)

— Palestinian Film and Literature Festivals

— Transnational Palestinian conferences and forums

Key Resources Aty e 30

1. Abourahme, Nasser. 2021. “Revolution after Revolution: The Commune as Line of Flight
in Palestinian Anticolonialism.” Critical Times 4(3): 445-75.

2. Bshara, Khaldun. "Space and Memory: The Poetics and Politics of Home in the
Palestinian Diaspora.” PhD diss. University of California Irvine.

szl Olul Il dwuwgoe ““.oliadl dosle’ dgladl (e puse” 1TF cliw (g3g0> W
4. Naber, Nadine. 2017. “The U.S. and Israel Make the Connections for Us": Anti-Imperialism
and Black-Palestinian Solidarity." Critical Ethnic Studies 3(2): 15-30.

Further Resources < J.;T gl 0

Please contact us if you would like access to any resources.
AJWI pslall go $3 Jauogl lizo Juolgdl el

1. Al-Hardeen, Anaheed. 2017, "Palestinian Refugees: Who Sets the Agenda?." Al-Shabaka,
April 27, 2017.
Jul dSad] “Soaimdl sasy o6 tempiubuad ]l il Jo> Egmad” TV uall glayadl 1dg =)l
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2. Bawalsa, Nadim. 2022. Transnational Palestine: Migration and the Right of Return before
1948. Stanford: Stanford University Press.

3. Brand. Laurie A. 1988. Palestinians in the Arab World: Institution Building and the Search
for State. New York: Columbia University Press.
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9. Joudah, Nour. 2024. “Honoring Pasts, Escaping Presents, and Dwelling in Futures: The
Palestine Land Society Village Reconstruction Competition." Environment and Planning
C: Politics and Space.

10. Krug, Aubrey S. and Omar . Tesdell. 2020. “A Social Perennial Vision: Transdisciplinary
Inquiry for the Future of Diverse, Perennial Grain Agriculture.” Plants, People, Planet 3(4):
355-62.

11. Muller, Nat. 2021. “Lunar Dreams: Space Travel, Nostalgia, and Retrofuturism in A Space
Exodus and The Lebanese Rocket Society.” Science Fiction Studies 48(1): 124-38.

12. Rexer, Gala. 2023. "The Materiality of Power and Bodily Matter(ing): Embodied
Resistance in Palestine.” Body & Society 29(4): 3-28.

13. Sabaiti, Nadya. 2020. “Teaching Science Fiction While Living It in Lebanon.” Society and
Space, November 20, 2020.

14. Sharif, Yara. 2017. Architecture of Resistance: Cultivating Moments of Possibility within
the Palestinian/Israeli Conflict, London: Routledge.

15. Stoler, Ann L. 2022. Archiving Praxis: For Palestine and Beyond. Critical Inquiry 48(3),
570-93.

16. Tawil-Souri, Helga. 2022. "Speculation on Infrastructural Ecology: Pigeons, Gaza, and
Internet Access.” Environment and Planning D: Society and Space 40(6): 1064-81.

Audiovisual Material Ay na 9 Aaraw 3lg0
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English version: Younis, Rami; Friedland, Sarah Ema, directors. Lyd. 78 min.
2. Manna, Jumana, director. 2018. Wild Relatives. 64 min.
3. Larissa Sansour's artwork

4, Nasser, Arab and Tarzan Nasser, directors. 2013. Condom Lead. Made in Palestine
Project, 15 min.

5. Singapore Art Museum. “Teaching and Living Science Fiction: Lessons from the Middle
East — Nadya Sbaiti." YouTube video. July 10, 2023.

6. afikra. “"Exploring New Horizons: A Conversation on Arabic Science Fiction | Ashraf
Fagih." YouTube video, January 25, 2023.

7. The Fire These Times. “"Space Travel, Nostalgia, and Retrofuturism (With Nat Muller).
February 4, 2022.

8. Countless Palestinian Futures, a project by Danah Abdulla and Sarona Abuaker.



1. eMlislly lebaall szl pabands Jubtuo

Dol 05 i gaboalall il gyl hatans Loy colusg] a8l guder sy elissantll Gigu
eraguing Al Jhdosill gapill § yarll Zlonsdl olghsg Al dulially dclaizdl sl
Jb 8 Barloll gl Jod dpighials @lges climl slel Los (rilgall goyanl 8,Sall slagll wbdlel Lo
cpyontlly hayog «sraill duadlly 83L3l coy> oo less 833510 yloS dahill axlg e @bl 1n
Lol yiSTg b ST Judiandl g sy el 51801 6505 )l (8Ll logal Jlowll
Lizdsy oS .oyl ladliw & onbials Jstitans e comal) Jutiall puzrlo Libsy . gdo cidy sl oo
aiall JloeSl JSit § clow ¢ Juitmal) LiSong dlyay Shlune Ju3s cdolonl 55 @Sl zo el
izl oo j5og JLigleS pe Jusiwl dgoll 48 aydl wiglow (§ ol (bl ddsall wlilgylg

" ssmsdly elarsdl gLl ssle] dliud § &> of «lasiwd

Agesd y Ak

Spaibg Jusiiwl dyyy whlus bubsig iy oguisbudsll pgdy oS —

ozl sy 3l p3yadll Jb (§ digéyog sacly Juitual) Aol chludl el g5 s of Jl —
S gebnlal]

Sayslassly dliwg duclaiz] g 2ol salely bl ells pgis S —

Sootall ebhands Jutital 83asis hluss gy Likoy (S —

sl el

«(T\7) Nation Estate «(T--A) A Space Exodus yg.oio Lugyd a6 —
(T10) In the future they ate from the finest Porcelain

aylozll s o)l dia ©liylus —

8a>lgll dublyd oyl dgall do> —

Palestine +100 —

dhdall daddl iy —

el amo pgas TP (L bl e ailas zo gubals Jon) 500l

Global Palestine 67

The postcolonial global condition is often characterised by migration patterns linking urban
centres of empire with former colonies. For Palestinians, the colonial condition is ongoing
and operates in distinct temporal and spatial modalities, in which settler colonialism persists
alongside policies of ethnic cleansing. Key markers, such as 1948 and 1967, triggered waves
of mass forced displacement both within and beyond Palestine, resulting in the presence of
over 6 million Palestinians outside their homeland, scattered across the globe and denied
the right of return. Variously categorised as the shatat—whether as refugees, migrants, or
citizens of other countries—they form transnational communities in exile spatialised in a
diversity of built forms—e.g. camps, ethnic neighbourhoods, informal settlements, and urban
peripheries, centres and suburbs—predominately across the Arab world, Europe, and the
Americas. The shatat are simultaneously rooted in a particular locality while networked
with each other and with Palestine. This social and spatial relation is dynamic, producing
waves of multi-generational displacement, exile, migration, and return to and from multiple
territories, geographies, and communities. The Palestinian shatat thus engages in a multi-
faceted spatial politics related to both city and world-making, while maintaining a society
struggling for liberation. In so doing, they have also contributed to global solidarities related
to anticolonialism.

Key Questions

— What are the main features of the shatat’s spatial politics and practices?

— How do Palestinians in exile engage in spatial practices that connect them to Palestine
and to each other? How are these practices a product of the general diasporic condition
and how are they specific to the shatat in various locations?

— In what ways does the site of exile influence the relation to Palestine and possibilities for
return?

— How have the shatat developed social and spatial relations with other global solidarity
movements?
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Image: Palestine House in London, 2024. Photograph by Dena Qaddumi. = 1."
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Public Space
and Resistance

No. 128, Sakieh (Water-Raiser) at Der El-Belah near Gaza. Palestine aﬁ F&g";f;férl“'ﬁfg-
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Public Space and Resistance 13

Mass protest in public space is often situated as the normative mode of resistance in
contemporary states. This was emphasized in 2011 when mass revolutionary protest
emerged inlarge-scale public spacesin capital cities across the Arab region. In Palesting, this
overlap of public space and resistance is interrupted. Decades of colonization, oppressive
planning and policing, and the perpetuation of the refugee question have troubled notions
of what constitutes the “public” and its representation in spaces designed and managed by
the “state”. Studying public space and resistance in Palestine sheds light on the limitations
and potentials of coupling these concepts, while providing inspiration for resistance acts in
varied site types.

Key Questions

— In what ways is public space a site of resistance in contexts of colonization and
domination?

— How does colonial expansion, through the built and natural environments, multiply sites
of resistance?

— How have Palestinians used the material and symbolic power of different kinds of public
space to make political claims?

Key Cases

— Palestine Arab Revolt (1936-1939)

— Land Day

— 1st and 2nd Intifadas

— Great March of Return

— Public space in Palestinian cities

— Resistance in refugee camps

— Resistance on apartheid infrastructure

Image: View of Apartheid Wall, Bethlehem, 2013 Photograph by Dena Qaddumi. "
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Key Resources N g
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1. Alagra, Ahmad. 2018. “(Un)Making Qalandia: Politicized Spatial Practices of the
Palestinian Refugee Camp." The Funambulist Magazine, March 9, 2018.

2. Falah, Ghazi-Walid, and Colin Flint. 2004. "Geopolitical Spaces: The Dialectic of Public
and Private Space in the Palestine—Israel Conflict” The Arab World Geographer 7(1-2):
117-34.

3. Nasasra, Mansour. 2022. "From Damascus Gate to Shaikh Jarrah: The Palestinian
Sovereignty Protests in East Jerusalem." Protest 1(2): 329-45.
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English version: Tamari, Salim. 2017. “The Sweet Aroma of Holy Sewage: Urban
Planning and the New Public Space in Palestine." In The Great War and the Remaking
of Palestine. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 38—-66.
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Please contact us if you would like access to any resources.
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1. Abusalim, Jehad. 2018. “The Great March of Return: An Organizer's Perspective." Journal
of Palestine Studies 47(4): 90-100.

2. Alim, Eray. 2020. "The Art of Resistance in the Palestinian Struggle Against Israel." Turkish
Journal of Middle Eastern Studies 7(1): 45-79.

3. Alkhalili, Noura. 2017. "Enclosures from Below: The Mushaa’ in Contemporary Palestine.”
Antipode 49(5): 1103-24.

4. Alkhalili, Noura. 2017. "Protection from Below: On Wagf between Theft and Morality.”
Jerusalem Quarterly, no. 70, 62-74.

5. Alnaji, Hala, Shyma Naiji, Husam Salem, lbrahim Naji, and Mustefi Naji. 2016. “Visual
Ethnography and Urban Practice Investigation: ‘The Palestinian Urban Practices in Gaza
Strip during War 2014.”

6. Barakat, Rana. 2021. “Ramadan Does Not Come for Free": Refusal as New and Ongoing
in Palestine." Journal of Palestine Studies 50(4): 90-95.

coblgo tdll ply .ddlell dagdl (e Ol>gyb (¢ “.polsdl jumdlg pledl juxdI” ¥ Loje 8yl .V
AT dblaen )l duwlyy dvuadall dwsll

8. Chalcraft, John. 2016. Popular Politics in the Making of the Modern Middle East.

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 240-56.
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Audiovisual Material Ay nas 9 Aaxaw 3lg0

1. Nayfeh, Ameen, director. 2020. 200 meters. Odeh Films, 96 min.
2. Andoni, Raed, director. 2017. Ghost Hunting. Palmyre Badinier, 94 min.
3. Jarrar, Khaled, director. 2012. Infiltrators. Sami Said and Mohanad Yaqubi, 94 min.
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9. Dibiasi, Caroline Mall. 2015. “Changing Trends in Palestinian Political Activism: The
Second Intifada, the Wall Protests, and the Human Rights Turn.” Geopolitics 20(3):
669-95.

10. El-Atrash, Ahmad. 2020. "Placemaking Interventions in Palestine as Demonstration
Effects on the Ground." The Journal of Public Space, 5(1): 167-76.

11. Hasan, Dana, and Sahera Bleibleh. 2023. “The Everyday Art of Resistance: Interpreting
‘Resistancescapes’ against Urban Violence in Palestine.” Political Geography 101: 102833.

S JKUl caiell dg=lgo (§ Gudlsel yusill :plell claall 6cl)8 sale]” .alidy 8y>Lug &l ¢ u>IT
L0 TA g cdidas “onbuuld
13. Junka, Laura. 2006. “The Politics of Gaza Beach." Third Text 20(3—-4): 417-28.
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English version: Kanafani, Ghassan. 1980 [1972]. The 1936-39 Revolt in Palestine.
London: Tricontinental Society.
15. Murray, Hubert. 2021. “Landscape as Resistance in the West Bank." Places Journal.

16. Salah, Shadi. 2023. “On Public Spaces of Palestinian Refugee Camps: The Social
Production and Construction of Alimarkaz ‘Taxi Station.” In Living Politics in the City:
Architecture as Catalyst for Public Space, edited by Marion Hohlfedt and Carmen
Popescu. Leuven: Leuven University Press.

17. Shalhoub-Kevorkian, Nadera. 2006. “Counter-Spaces as Resistance in Conflict Zones
Journal of Feminist Family Therapy 17(3—4): 109-41.

18. Shibli, Adania. 2006. "Al-Manara Square: Monumental Architecture and Power"
Jerusalem Quarterly, no. 26, 52—-64.

19. Totry-Fakhoury, Maisa, and Nurit Alfasi. 2018. “When Contradicting Public Space
Regimes Collide: The Case of Palestinian Israeli Towns." The Geographical Journal 184(4):
429-42,

20. Zawawi, Zahraa, Eric Corijn, and Bas Van Heur. 2013. “Public Spaces in the Occupied
Palestinian Territories." GeoJournal 78(4): 743—58.
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1. Cowan, Paul and Amer Shomali, directors. 2014. The Wanted 18. National Film Board of
Canada, 75 mins.
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5. Dader, Khalid, and Mikko Joronen. 2025. "Fitful Infrastructures: Dwelling With
Infrastructural Elimination in Gaza." Antipode 57(3): 886—-906.

6. Dimitriadis, Sotirios. 2018. “The Tramway Concession of Jerusalem, 1908-1914: Elite
Citizenship, Urban Infrastructure, and the Abortive Modernization of a Late Ottoman
City"" In Ordinary Jerusalem, 1840-1940: Opening New Archives, Revisiting a Global City,
edited by Angelos Dalachanis and Vincent Lemire, 475-89. BRILL eBooks.

7. El Sakka, Abaher. 2023. “Electricity in the Palestinian Society in the Gaza Strip: Daily Life
Practices and Mechanisms of Resilience and Community Resistance.” Arab Urbanism,
issue “Imaginaries from a Blackout” edited by Lana Judeh and Mohammed Abualrob.
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8. Haddad, Toufic. 2018. “Insurgent Infrastructure: Tunnels of the Gaza Strip." Middle East -
Topics & Arguments 10 (June): 71-85.
9. Hammami, Rema. 2005. “On the Importance of Thugs: The Moral Economy of a
Checkpoint.” Jerusalem Quarterly 22/23 (Winter/Autumn): 16-28.

10. Harb, Samir. 2025. ... They Can't Occupy the Sun ..: Cementing Heterogeneous
Energy Configurations as Disentanglement in Imagining a Palestinian Cement Factory.”
Geoforum 159 (January): 104203.

11.Khalidi, Rashid, and Sherene Seikaly, eds. 2022. Journal of Palestine Studies 51(4).
Special issue on infrastructure, environment, and health in Palestine.
12. Plonski, Sharri. 2017 “The View from the Train—Interrogating the HaEmek Train Corridor.”
Bulletin for the Council for British Research in the Levant 12(1): 72-74.
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14. Sa'di-lbraheem, Yara, and Shira Wilkof. 2024. “Cabling and Un-cabling Palestine/

Israel: Toward a Theory of Cumulative Infrastructural Injustice.” Political Geography 116
(December): 1032-42,

15. Stamatopoulou-Robbins, Sophia. 2019. Waste Siege: The Life of Infrastructure in
Palestine. Stanford, CA:Stanford University Press.

16. Stamatopoulou-Robbins, Sophia. 2021. “Failure to build: Sewage and the choppy
temporality of infrastructure in Palestine." Environment and Planning E: Nature and Space
4(1): 28-42.

17. Tawil-Souri, Helga. 2012. "Digital occupation: Gaza's high-tech enclosure.” Journal of
Palestine Studies 41(2): 27-43.

18. Tawil-Souri, Helga. 2017, “Checkpoint Time." Qui Parle 26(2): 383—-422.

19. Who Profits. 2019. “Industrial Zones in the Occupied Palestinian Territory.”

20. Ziadah, Rafeef, Christian Henderson, Omar Jabary Salamanca, Sharri Plonski,
Charmaine Chua, Riya Al Sanah, and Elia El Khazen. 2025. “Disruptive Geographies and
the War on Gaza: Infrastructure and Global Solidarity." Geopolitics June, 1-39.

21. Masalmeh, Asmaa. 2024 “Coffins’ on Wheels: Israel Floods West Bank with ‘Totaled'
Cars." Environment and Development Horizons, March 1, 2024.
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Key Cases

— Historic Commons Infrastructures: Spring-Based Irrigation in Battir

— Infrastructure of local production: Grain mills and olive presses

— Infrastructure of empire: Ottoman railways in Palestine and Haifa Port

— Infrastructures of (im)mobility: Checkpoint 300, Jerusalem's roads and public
transportation networks

— Borders and carceral infrastructure: Sumud in Colonial Prisons, expanding buffer zones
in Gaza

— Unsettled Infrastructure: Stop the Walll, Protests against Occupied Golan Heights wind
farm, Campaign for a global energy embargo against Israel

— Waste disposal: Channeling “totaled” Israeli cars to the West Bank

Key Resources s J.;-T e 0

1. Jabary Salamanca, Omar. 2016 "Assembling the Fabric of Life: When Settler Colonialism
Becomes Development.” Journal of Palestine Studies 45(4): 64-80.

2. Jabary Salamanca, Omar. 2014. "Hooked on electricity: the charged political economy of
electrification in the Palestinian West Bank.” Working paper (February) presented in the
symposium “Political Economy and Economy of the Political” at Brown University.

3. Mansour, Johnny. 2006. “The Hijaz-Palestine Railway and the Development of Haifa."
Jerusalem Quarterly 28 (Autumn): 5-21.

4, Tawil-Souri, Helga. 2022. "Speculation on Infrastructural Ecology: Pigeons, Gaza, and
Internet Access." Environment and Planning D Society and Space 40(6): 1064-81.

5. Violante, Cristina. 2022. “The Tempo of Water." Journal of Palestine Studies 51(4): 68—88.
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Please contact us if you would like access to any resources.
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1. Abushama, Hashem. 2024. “a map without guarantees: Stuart Hall and Palestinian
geographies”. The Stuart Hall Foundation. 26 March 2024.

2. Abusaada, Nadi. 2022. “The Pit and the Pond" Hydraulic Projects and Municipal Rights in
Modern Palestine." Journal of Palestine Studies 51(4): 8-23.

3. Arefin, Mohammed Rafi, and Benjamin Kaplan Weinger. 2020. “Infrastructural
Occupations: Waste and Electricity in Palestine." Cultural Geographies 28(3): 569-72.
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Mapping and
Counter-mapping

Communal and Colonial Infrastructures 59

Throughout history, communities of peasants, urban dwellers, and Bedouins in Palestine have
cultivated a local knowledge of infrastructure—shaped through a close relationship with the
natural environment and evolving socio-economic structures. This knowledge has included
collective stewardship over water, means of production, and transportation. Simultaneously,
the geography of Palestine has been, for millennia, a palimpsest of mega-infrastructure
projects that fulfilled the dreams of imperial and colonial expansion—from Roman aqueducts
and Ottoman railways to the British Mandate's electrification project and Israel's National
Water Carrier. These projects have profoundly influenced the lives of ordinary people and
their relationship with their surroundings. Against this backdrop, the “infrastructural turn” in
Middle East and Palestine studies urges a closer examination of how infrastructure shapes
spatial relations of power and dissent, while simultaneously connecting the region to global
structures of capitalism and colonialism. Nowhere is this more evident than in Palestine,
where everyday infrastructures—and their failures—are entangled with settler-colonial
rule, humanitarian interventionism, developmentalist agendas, and segregationist logics.
Whether through roads and checkpoints, waste management systems, or digital connectivity,
infrastructure actively assembles political life—shaping how colonized space is governed
and controlled by the colonial, and inhabited and resisted by the colonized.

Key Questions

— What forms of localized knowledge have Palestinians developed in relation to
infrastructure, and how are these shaped by their specific historical and geographical
contexts?

— How do systems of infrastructure articulate settler colonial logics—not only through their
presence, but through their absences, breakdowns, and deliberate neglect as tools of
governance and biopolitical control of Palestinians?

— What strategies do Palestinians employ to navigate, subvert, or repurpose colonial
infrastructural systems in their everyday lives?

" Jd
[ E— et [
4
Image: Postcard with a photograph titled “Sakieh at Der el-Belah” of a group | "
of workers and soldiers surrounding the water-raiser near Gaza. The Widad ™ l.. -
Kawar Collection. the Palestinian Museum Digital Archive. .
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Maps are central to the spatiality of Palestine, where practices of mapping and erasure are

entangled in relations of power, of demarcating, naming, renaming, and representing space,

as well as the creative remaking and reimagination of place and space. Due to its centrality

C O m m u n a I in global narratives, Palestine has become one of the most surveyed places on earth, and
yet data accessibility is very uneven, as gatekeeping becomes a security practice. Spatial

data in the region is particularly contested, as Israel uses it to further state projects of spatial

(] expansion, colonial dispossession, and apartheid, and Palestinians engage in counter-

a n d ‘ O I O n l a I mapping as a form of asserting claims to the territory of Palestine, mediated through memory,
nationalisms, and contested visions for the future. To consider practices of mapping and

counter-mappingis to interrogate the cartographical archive we inherit and use, its conditions

of making, access and obliteration, it is also to interrogate the techno-scientific, practical

I nfra St ru Ct u re s and imaginative practices involved in these contested processes.

Key Questions

— What are the mapping traditions from within the "“Middle East"? How are mapping
practices implicated in colonialism? How are different counter-mapping practices used
in Palestine?

— How have Palestinians used maps to assert claims on historic Palestine?

— How are maps used in the formation of national Palestinian narratives?

— What do the different circulating maps of Palestine tell us about the colonial history of the
region, and about possible futures?

— Who owns spatial data about Palestine, and what duties towards the public interest does
data ownership entail?

Key Cases

— Palestine Open Maps

— Return Journey/Atlas of Palestine (Palestine Land Society)
— Arab Centre for Alternative Planning

— Grassroots Al-Quds

— Applied Research Institute — Jerusalem (ARIJ)

u P.0.B 898 CAIRD

No. 128, Sakieh (Water-Raiser) at Der El-Belah near Gaza. Palestine (V] Rucwr Reserven 1
Y ATV 1 iy

Image: Map of Gaza in the 1940s, via Palestine Open Maps. PalOpenMaps.org E LS
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1. Agha, Zena. 2020. "Maps, Technology, & Decolonial Spatial Practices in Palestine.”
Al-Shabaka, January 14, 2020.
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2. Bier, Jess. 2017. “Palestinian State Maps and Imperial Technologies of Staying Put." Public
Culture; 29(1): 53-78.
3. Al-Shihabi, Majd, and Madiha Tahir. 2019. “Which Digital Instruments for the Revolution?”
The Funambulist Magazine 27, December 16, 2019,

4. Anani, Yazid. 2020. "The Potter, the Poet, and Storytelling: Palestine from Above 2"
Jerusalem Quarterly, 82: 3-8.
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Please contact us if you would like access to any resources.
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1. Abusaada, Nadi. 2020. "“Combined Action: Aerial Imagery and the Urban Landscape in
Interwar Palestine, 1918-40." Jerusalem Quarterly 81: 20— 36.
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2. Abu Sitta, Salman. 2016. Mapping my Return: A Palestinian Memoir. Cairo: American
University in Cairo Press.
3. Abu Sitta, Salman. 2020. The Atlas of Palestine 1871-1877. London: Palestine Land
Society.
4. Abu Sitta, Salman. 2010. The Atlas of Palestine 1917—-1966. London: Palestine Land
Society.
5. Abushama, Hashem. 2024. “a map without guarantees: Stuart Hall and Palestinian
geographies”. The Stuart Hall Foundation. 26 March 2024,
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English version: Anani, Yazid (ed.). 2020. “Palestine from Above: Surveillance,
Cartography and Control.” Special issue of Jerusalem Quarterly, 81-82 (Spring and
summer).

7. Antrim, Zayde. 2018. “Chapter 5: Mapping Alternative Geographies.” In Mapping the
Middle East. London: Reaktion Books.
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8. Bier, Jess. 2017. Mapping Israel, Mapping Palestine: How Occupied Landscapes Shape
Scientific Knowledge. Cambridge: MIT Press.

9. Culcasi, Karen. 2012. "Mapping the Middle East From Within: (Counter-)Cartographies of
an Imperialist Construction." Antipode 44(4): 1099-18.

10. Davies, Rochelle. 2010. “Mapping the Past: The Village Landscape.” In Palestinian Village
Histories: Geographies of the Displaced, 150-78. Stanford: Stanford University Press.
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English version: Tesdell, Omar . et al. 2022. “Makaneyyat: An Open and Ingrained
Method for Landscape Study." Jadaliyya, June 16, 2022.
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14, Oslender, Ulrich. 2021. "Decolonizing Cartography and Ontological Conflict: Counter-

m

mapping in Colombia and ‘Cartographies Otherwise.” Political Geography 89, 1-12.
15. Said, Edward W. 1994. Culture and Imperialism. New York: Vintage Books.
16. Sleiman, Hana, and Nadi Abusaada. 2023. “Atlas of Palestine 1871-1877: By Salman

Abu Sitta, London: Palestine Land Society, 2020, 602 pp., ISBN: 978-0-95490-345-9
(Hardback)." Palestine Exploration Quarterly 155(2): 177-82.
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1. Palestine Open Maps

2. Hagop Kevorkian Center for Near Eastern Studies. “Digital Forays: Space & Place |
Critical Mapping & Counter-Cartography.” YouTube video, April 5, 2021.

3. American University College of Arts and Sciences. “Nour Joudah: Mapping Decolonized
Futures.” YouTube video, September 29, 2022.

4, Abu Sitta, Salman. 2020. "The Survey of Western Palestine Revisited: The Visible and The
Hidden.

5. Michel Khleifi & Eyal Sivan (dirs.) 2003. Route 181, 272 mins.

6. Zochrot. 2016. “Refugees Drew Their Destroyed Villages.”

7. de Vet, Annelys. 2007. Subjective Atlas of Palestine. Rotterdam: 010 Publishers.
8. The Palestine Land Studies Center (PLSC)

9. The Palestine Exploration Fund Collections

10. Yasser Arafat Foundation. Private Ownership by Palestine Refugees Data: Access to the
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5. Algaisiya, Walaa. 2023. “The Decolonial Wor(l)ds of Indigenous Women." Social &
Cultural Geography 25(7): 1025-43.
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The Vernacular
and the Informal

Political Ecology 53

Ecologies, the interdependent systems that sustain inhabitation, are always political.
Considering the political ecologies in Palestine helps us articulate the intersections of several
questions and discourses that often seem contradictory or are often kept conveniently
separate. Palestine reveals the multiplicity of such issues: from logics of conservation of
nature that rely on ecocide, to circuits of violence that lay waste on land, air and water; from
the interconnections of extracting resources to the movement of building material; from
debates about native and invasive plants, to questions about food and food sovereignty,
preservation and resisting the slow toxicities of occupation. In all of these, a critical lens
on ecologies and the multiple logics of environmentalism help us connect the dots of how
space is embroiled in an ongoing struggle over land itself. It further orients us to questions
of livelihoods, inhabitation, and futurities. This theme suggests an organization around
key, ordinary, ecological elements to trace the worlds, discourses and politics they gather.
Plants; which help unpack logics of conservation, seeds, food and practices of foraging, and
landscaping as a settler colonial tool. Stone; which helps unpack the ecologies of extraction,
quarrying, building and, often, demolitions. Water; which orients towards the flows of life,
cultivation, waste and toxicities.

Key Questions

— How do logics of nature conservation rely on erasing Palestinian ecological
interdependencies? And how do they continue to be resisted?

— How does attending to plants, stone and water articulate the political and existential
terrains in Palesting?

— How does the settler colonial discourse on “making the desert bloom” connect to
environmental orientalism?

Key Cases

— Plants (seeds, food, landscape, trees)
— Stone (building material, such as stone and cement)
— Water (infrastructure, waste, weaponising water)

Ok~ 0
LE ¥ 1T
I
s
Image: Palestinian farmers harvest rain-fed (ba‘ali) okra (bamyieh) in al-Battuf ™ -
valley, the Galilee, 2017. Photography by and courtesy of Muna Dajani. . 1."
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The Vernacular and the Informal 25

Asignificant aspect of Palestinian history and culture can be understood by examining various
forms of vernacularity and “informality” which have developed over centuries in response
to environmental, socio-economic, and political changes. The historic and contemporary
Bedouin, peasant, and urban architecture associated with vernacular and informal modes
of living, whether in villages, refugee camps, Jerusalem's “informal” neighbourhoods, or
elsewhere, provide valuable insights into the role of colonialism, capitalism, and modernity
in shaping Palestinian built environments. Similar to the histories of other regions worldwide,
the vernacular and the informal in Palestine can be intertwined in ways that challenge their
conventional understandings and meanings, offering a lens into intricate spatio-temporal
relationships.

Key Questions

— What constitutes vernacular and “informal” built environments in Palestine?
— What commonalities does vernacular architecture in Palestine have with other vernacular
forms of architecture found in Bilad al-Sham and the Mediterranean?

— How have colonialism and the forces of modern capitalism contributed to the shaping of
the informal built environments? How does informality in Palestine intersect with similar
phenomena globally?

— What agency do Palestinians have over the production of their “informal” environments?

— How are the vernacular and the informal intertwined in Palestine and beyond?

Key Cases

— "Unrecognized” Bedouin villages - Al-"Araqib

— "Unrecognized” Bedouin villages - Umm al-Hiran

— Campus in Camps

— Highlands vernacular - the depopulated village of Lifta

— Highlands vernacular - the village of Deir Ghassana

— Highlands vernacular - the town of Ramallah

— Informal neighbourhoods in Jerusalem - Kafr Agab

— Refugee camps in Palestine - Jabaliya Refugee Camp

— Refugee camps in Lebanon - Nahr al-Bared Refugee Camp
— Refugee camps in Jordan - Al-Wehdat refugee camp

Image: The neighborhood of Silwan in Jerusalem, 2019. Photograph by Mksg1.
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4, Berg, Kjersti. n.d. “The Evolving Infrastructure of Palestinian Refugee Camps: Perpetuating
the Temporary." Interactive Encyclopedia of the Palestine Question.
duadl) ddelaidl degugll “.MI Glowswal) duisadl daudl Hahi” ..o (SrS ey rduy=lly
Auiabulall
5. AlKhalili, Noura, Muna Dajani, and Daniela De Leo. 2014. “Shifting Realities: Dislocating

Palestinian Jerusalemites from the Capital to the Edge.” International Journal of Housing
Policy, 14(3): 257-67.

Further Resources 5y gl yo

Please contact us if you would like access to any resources.
AJWI pslall go 3 Jaogl lizo Juolgdl <l

1. Abourahme, Nasser. 2020. “The camp.” Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa and
the Middlle East, 40(1): 35—-42.
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Today, as the world continues to watch the mass destruction of Gaza, questions of

reconstructionemerge again, reflectingon more than acentury marked by destruction, writing

and rewriting of history in Palestine. The settler colonial system has destroyed hundreds of

C u Itu r a I Palestinian villages, educational centers, archives, and universities, changed streets' and
villages' hames, and continues to forcibly evict Palestinians from their homes and cities. This

material and symbolic erasure has been used by Israel as a tool to uproot Palestinians and

[ their heritage from their homeland. Millions of Palestinian refugees remain scattered around

H e r I ta e the world with no right to return even to the ruins of their homes and to commemorate the
Nakba. Despite the scale of thisloss and injury, Palestine teaches us—geographers, architects

and urban planners—to rethink the politics and aims of reconstruction towards imagining a

free and just future that connects Palestinians within their own country, as well as Palestinians
in diaspora. But where to start without an end of colonization?

ﬂ Key Questions

— How have Palestinian cities, villages and refugee camps been impacted by cycles of
destruction?

— What is reconstruction in the context of Palestine? And how can we deconstruct
reconstruction so that it moves beyond its materiality?

— How could reconstruction create a future that connects with the dark histories of
destruction rather than divorcing from it?

— What is the role of cultural heritage in the process of reconstruction?

— Reconstruction of cities requires the involvement of several stakeholders. What are
lh'ii\\ the politics of reconstruction? How can local communities remain central in the future

I

reconstruction?

Key Cases

— Cycles of destruction and reconstruction in Gaza

— Demolition of Palestinian’s villages during and after the 1948 Nakba
— lIsrael's unlawful displacement and house demolition in the West Bank and

an-Nagab

— Refugee camps reconstruction (Jenin and Nahr al-Bared refugee camps)
— The Competition for the Reconstruction of Destroyed Palestinian Villages
— Reconstruction of housing in Gaza 1993-2000

— Reconstruction of memory in exile: archive reconstruction

Image: A partially destroyed house during the Battle of Jenin 2002 in the
Jenin Palestinian Refugee Camp. The Joss Dray Collection, the Palestinian
Museum Digital Archive .
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From Aleppo to Beirut, Jerusalem, and Alexandria, cultural heritage sites in Bilad al-Sham
and the Eastern Mediterranean span thousands of years. Within this context, notions of
value, authenticity, and representation are contested and redefined. Yet, this complexity
is perhaps most acute in Palestine, given its centrality to early explorations by European
consular, scientific, and religious missions. Resulting from these interventions, Palestiners
cultural heritage has long been dominated by Orientalist, colonial, and theological narratives.
In contrast, Palestinians have cultivated and sustained a heritage rooted in inclusivity—
embracing diverse civilizations, historical layers, social classes, and religious groups—in
deliberate contrast to the ethno-national exclusivity imposed by the settler colonial project.
Cycles of expulsion, destruction, theft and spaciocide have damaged much of the tangible
aspects of Palestinian life—such as civic buildings, homes, furniture, personal belongings,
photographs, and documents—and, in parallel, have eroded centuries of intangible heritage,
traditions, and sociallife. This has sparked a ferventawakening to preserve all facets of tangible
and intangible heritage both within Palestine and in the diaspora (shatat). The preservation
and documentation of traditional knowledge; solidarity and alternative cultural tourism;
as well as the revitalization of historic towns have become tools of resistance, helping to
remember the past, combat its erasure, and shape an emancipatory future. Architects, local
communities, and heritage specialists actively work to preserve cultural heritage, engaging
in critical questions about Palestine’s heritage sites—from the cultural landscape of olive
groves and vineyards in Battir, the old city of Acre and the Saint Hilarion Monastery/Tell Umm
Amer, to the modern architecture of refugee camps.

Key Questions

— How have Palestinians preserved their tangible and
intangible heritage? What are the efforts of those in exile and
the diaspora?

— How has Israel weaponised cultural heritage to erase
Palestinian history and advance the Zionist settler colonial
project?

— In what ways do heritage practices in Palestine function as
modes of cultural resistance in the face of territorial and
societal fragmentation resulting from colonial erasure?

Image: The Rashad Shawa Cultural Center, destroyed by Israeli bombing in
November 2023. Photograph by Jaber Jehad Badwen.
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Key Cases

— Revitalization programs of old cities: Jerusalem, Hebron, Birzeit, and Nablus

— Colonial and gentrifying violence: old cities of Acre, Haifa and Jaffa

— Destruction of rural heritage in 1948 and 1967; the revitalization of what remains

— Riwaq Centre for Architectural Conservation: website, revitalisation program, Riwaq
Biennale, monograph series (in Arabic) on architectural history of Palestine

— UNESCO heritage sites: Battir (official listing), Dheisheh Camp (justification for inscription)

— Palestinian modern heritage

— The Palestinian Museum

— Birzeit University Museum

— Cultural heritage practices in exile: tatreez, dabkeh, film festivals, culinary celebrations.
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Key Cases
— Coastal modernity: Haifa, Jaffa, and Gaza

— The "White City, Black City narrative”: Jaffa and Tel Aviv ’0’ *e
— Jerusalem: the City Retold \ ’

— The "mixed cities" Haifa, Nazareth, and al-Lydd
— Neoliberal urbanism: Rawabi and Ramallah

— Bedouin urbanism and settlement: the environs and the city of Bir al-Sabi’ ¢ e,
— Cities Exhibitions Series (six editions: Ramallah, Jerusalem, Nablus, Jericho, Gaza, al-Lydd.) *¢
— "Palestinian Cities" book series from the Institute for Palestine Studies

— Urban lives: Karimeh Abbud, Hind al-Husseini, Fatima Budeiri, Muhammad ‘Izzat L 2 4

Darwaza, Emile Habibi, Wasif Jawhariyyeh, Najib and Sadhij Nassar, Khalil Raad, Khalil
Sakakini, Fadwa Tuqgan, Tawfiq Zayyad, and Akram Zu'aytir
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The study of the modern urban history of Palestine, like other spaces in the Global South, is
often dominated by colonial experiments, figures, visions, and projects. Recently, there has
been a growing interest in revisiting this history beyond the colonial frame, acknowledging
the active role Palestinians took in producing their urban modernity within and beyond
imperial and colonial influence. This perspective positions Palestinian collective agency
within regional and global networks of urban modernity that helped shape new Palestinian
urban classes and modern forms of urban governance, political life, economic pursuits, and
cultural expressions. The continuous waves of urbanisation and de-urbanisation in Palestine
under colonial rule have transformed and reshaped Palestinian social fabric. This has
impacted class structure, urban-rural dynamics, and urban identities, citizenship, lifestyles,
and spatial organisation. A key historic moment was the loss of the cosmopolitan space and
urban networks of the coastal cities, juxtaposed with the rising prominence of mountain cities
after the 1948 Nakba. Urban colonial policies, whether through urban annihilation, heritage
dispossession, ghettoization, gentrification, or through aggressive new developments, have

motivated Palestinians for over a century to engage in various forms of urban resistance.

Key Questions

— What are the distinct roles of the city and the village in formulating Palestinian identity
prior to the 1948 Nakba and how did this inform the national project?

— How did the historical relationship between the Palestinian city and other forms of human
settlement (the village, the bedouin settlement, the refugee camp, etc.) evolve in the
modern era, in the context of an ongoing colonialism?

— How have Palestinian cities been connected to and influenced by regional and global
networks of social, cultural and economic exchange?

— Why is urbanity a central concern of the colonial encounter and how does this evolve
over time?

— How has the neoliberal doctrine reshaped Palestinian life and its urban environments in
recent decades?

— How is Palestinian resistance—as in political activism, civil disobedience and
insurgency—reflected in and through the city?

Image: Collecting contributions for Palestinian families that were negatively
impacted by the 1936 General Strike, Jaffa Gate to the Old City of Jerusalem.
Institute for Palestine Studies Archives.




