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raided the two suburbs. The raids, as was their o OLSde e il puidly Byedes 8,5 L) das ol 5

intention, caused the evacuation of the Arabs . . L .
eodl 8 (Mapai) gle ©io pudze ] deud 150,85 (bg2y98 -

tda) LA 4.&5 QL’.?E e

of Lifta and Romema during December 1947
and January 194s.
A British intelligence report described

& 5 oL il (I peed) ) G s
what happened in neighbouring Sheikh Badr: B P @ R O G e

after a day of Arab sniping, the Haganah, on 11 o) B 3OS\ asss B (SUany semd Vg Ay pes
January, «took the matter into their hands and UMY I o ozsad) - Ldsny) dsye (B A
blew up the house of Hajj Sulayman Hamini,

Ldis dasud dodgny AS W3 Yo N @
the village mukhtar.» A second raid followed S e ke B Answ 188
on 13 January, which some 20 houses being s 35 Adlom pueg dauegyg Bl pe ddall Y555
damaged, and the suburb, after receiving a S (B9 dba s 6\ 323N g3t Lng cysz Sl
Haganah order, was evacuated. On 16 January, = 2 .

N Ny > S INTE| B VR \ B VLN BN
Sheikh Badr was looted by a Jewish crowd."** ol 37 65 Y 2Rl B el el o

Ben- Gurion summerized what had O $Sas oy (i@l (B Sam \ng . e &3S 0 Sus)

happened in Jerusalem at a meeting of Mapai Vo Seanll iy B, 18 g Labd) cpe Asalg slys B Sasy

leaders on 7 February. From your entry into s AL A ) B B Ve s
. A (M Wt M“ " [N
Jerusalem through Lifta-Romema, through o i iy ? e e

Mahane Yehuda, King George Street and Mea Qi e Wodas (B doz DS Wl (B B
Shearim- there are no strangers [i.e., Arabs]. 133 500 43 5 gasodl &S s\ B oS Oy aStay
One hundred per cent Jews. Since Jerusalem’s

destruction in the days of the Romans - it JoVl 3o pusiis i) dad (Benny MOorTis) uisoe i ;Shs
hasn't been so Jewish as it is now. In many s 5050l ity (25 53 . T satll 485 Lle Blis 5565

Arab districts in the west - one sees not one
135

Sl W ddaaddll &gl go S do ) (38ls9 eIl dido S
ioayse ] dogty Ul duslisdl g8lidl e Sl jasy dayghis

The depopulation of the Arab
neighbourhoods in western Jerusalem began
with the suburb village of Lifta, and the

Arab. I do not assume that this will change.
8 lke Ol (S 4lS 8 Ld) Slusl $955 puasge o dles
o0 5SS o S 83y OSY lie ugd Cusu dilae ewelasy

130]aste Uigspo s Lual slels oy OF Gew A Glos bl

sl Bymge 8S)l bd) &8 LS Slasl Calize CS)3 adjacent districts of Romema and Sheikh
ol AVl & yas)l cloVls doudlly dvasdl ladl e 8yuS Badr, which dominated the beginning of the
i . Jerusalem-Tel Aviv road. Hostilities there

;léle‘ Eolis o geills Lawns) 8 S O 0 Shacly &) were triggered when the Haganah killed
lagd yhe dmew Cilig dslanl mling OhluSs Lzl CSys the owner, who came from the nearby Arab
s o, i oy ool s S iz 13k &’ij oo village of Qaluniya, of a patrol station in the
mixed neighbourhood Romema ... From

@l (oalet) Calhil L8 e 453 Cmdgy ol GSL then on, Jewish and Arab militiamen around

oo Tz Y 15 gty (wadll ge Romema and Lifta exchanged fire daily
and the Haganah, IZL and LEHI repeatedly
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Government of Palestine, op. cit., p. 57.
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Benny Morris, The Birth of the Palestinian Refugee

Problem, 1947—1949 (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1987), pp. 49-50.

Ibid., p. 52.

Benny Morris, The Birth of the Palestinian Refugee

Problem, Revisited (Cambridge: Cambridge University

Press, 2004), pp. 118-121.
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